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TAGS: PDEV, SF. RH 

SUBJECT: BOTHA'S LATEST TRIP TO SALISBURY 

1 . I MET WITH PIK BOTHA RIGHT AFTER HIS RETURN FROM 
SALISBURY. HE SAID HE MET WITH IAN SMITH. DAVID SMITH 
AND GAYLARD. HE DESCRIBED THE ATMOSPHERE AS GRIM, BUT 

HE HAD ACCOMPLISHED HIS PRIMARY MISSION OF GETTING IAN SMITH 
TO AGREE NOT TO SHOOT DOWN THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PACKAGE. 

2. BOTHA STATED THAT HE HAD DESCRIBED THE LONDON TALKS 
ONLY IN GENERAL TERMS. SMITH ASKED A SERIES OF SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSALS(E.G. SECURITY PROVISIONS, NUMBER 
OF SEATS FOR WHITES, REPORTED UN FORCE), MOST OF WHICH HE 
DECLINED TO ANSER. 

3. BOTHA SAID THAT SMITH HAD TRIED TO GET HIM TO 
GO BACK TO THE BRITISH TO POSTPONE PUBLICATION OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE PACKAGE UNTIL AFTER AUGUST 31. BOTHA TOLD HIM THAT 
THIS WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION ABOUT STATEMENTS 
ATTRIBUTED TO SMITH CONCERNING AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT, 

BOTHA SAID THIS SUBJECT HAD COME UP AND HE TOLD SMITH 
THAT THE INTERNAL OPTION WILL SIMPLY NOT WORK UNLESS 
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(A) THE SOVIETS VETO THE PACKAGE IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL, 
OR (B) HE WAS WIT I .TNG TO GIVE THE MODERATES (WHICE 
BOTHA DESCRIBED AS MUZOREWA, SITHOLE AND CHIRAU) 
ONE-MAN ONE- VOTE WITH NO QUALIFICATION. 

5. BOTHA REPORTED THAT SMITH WANTED TO SEND A MESSAGE 
TO DAVID OWEN TAKING HIM TO TASK FOR NOT HONORING HIS 
PLEDGE TO COME TO SALISBURY TO DISCUSS THE PACKAGE 
BEFORE PUTTING IT IN FINAL TERMS. BOTHA SAID HE 
PERSUADED SMITH NOT TO DO THIS. INSTEAD, HE WILL CALL 
OWEN THIS AFTERNOON AND URGE HIM IN HIS OWN INTEREST 
T VISIT SALISBURY AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. IN THIS 
CONTEXT, BOTHA SAID THAT HE HAD RESPONDED TO SMITH S 
INQUIRY ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF AMENDING THE PACKAGE 
BY TELLING HIM THAT THE BASIC PRINCIPLES ARE NO LONGER 
NEGOTIABLE. 

BOWDLER 
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